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House lecturer  
targets the struggle 
for disability rights
In the midst of Women’s History Month, Harriet McBryde Johnson, a nationally 
recognized disability rights attorney and 
activist, presented Georgia Law’s 25th Edith 
House Lecture, titled “Disability Rights: A 
liberation movement for all people.” 
“I am now living in a world very different 
from that which I was born into – very dif-
ferent from anything I had ever imagined,” 
Johnson, who has a congenital muscle-wast-
ing disease, said. 
Chronicling her life’s journey in conjunc-
tion with the changing nature of disability 
rights, she alluded to the ugly duckling fable 
to illustrate her story. “[Those with disabili-
ties] all have one thing in common – they are 
different than the ducks,” she said. 
For nearly 30 years, Johnson has been 
active in the struggle for social justice, par-
ticularly in the field of disability rights. She 
said disabled people “didn’t quite get to be 
people in the 1970s but were still persons 
with disabilities. [Today] society still sets us 
apart, outside the norm.”
Her private law practice in Charleston, 
S.C., specializes in benefits and civil rights 
claims for poor and working people with 
disabilities. She is currently involved with 
Charleston’s Disability Resource Center, the 
Carolina Alliance for Fair Employment and 
the National Lawyers Guild Disability Rights 
Committee. 
 Johnson earned her law degree from 
the University of South Carolina School of 
Law. She also holds a bachelor’s degree from 
Charleston Southern University and a mas-
ter’s degree from the College of Charleston. 
The Edith House Lecture Series is host-
ed annually by the Women Law Students 
Association (WLSA) in honor of one of the 
first female graduates of Georgia Law. House, 
a native of Winder, Ga., was co-valedictorian 
of the law class of 1925, the first class to gradu-
ate women.
– Nikki Girard
U.S. and European officials address the 
international fight against terrorism
Serving on the panel addressing the conflict between freedom of the individual and measures taken by gov-
ernments in order to protect civil society are (l. to r.) Sarah Ludford, a member of the European Parliament 
representing the United Kingdom; Gabriel Wilner, panel chair and executive director of the Dean Rusk 
Center; and Stefaan Verhulst, chief of research at the Markle Foundation. Not pictured are Leslie Lebl, a 
senior fellow of the Atlantic Council of the United States and principal of Lebl and Associates; and Telmo 
Baltazar, justice and home affairs counselor of the European Union Commission Delegation to the United 
States.
In April, the Dean Rusk Center – International, Comparative and Graduate Legal Studies presented a two-day colloquium titled “The International Fight Against 
Terrorism: A Colloquium on the Prospects for Further Cooperation Between the 
European Union and the United States.” 
Speakers from around the globe were present to address a range of transcendent 
issues in the international fight against terrorism, including common challenges 
and achievements, data mining and the conflict between freedom of the individu-
al and governmental measures taken to protect civil society.
The conference convened members of the European Commission, the European 
Parliament and the Council of the European Union who joined colleagues 
and counterparts from the U.S. Congress, the Department of Justice and the 
Department of Homeland Security.
Notable panelists included: Jim Marshall, 
U.S. congressman from Georgia; Jonathan 
Faull, director general for justice, freedom 
and security at the European Commission; 
Stewart Baker, assistant secretary for 
policy at the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security; and several members of the 
European Parliament.
This conference was held in cooperation 
with the Centre for European Law at the 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel. 
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